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Character and composition
The Portuguese Water Council is the independent advisory organism
for the Portuguese government in matters of sustainable water
management
It was legally established in 1994. Its structure, competences and
functioning regime were redefined in 1997 and 2004
The Council includes:
- the central administration (15 representatives);
- the regional and local administration (15 representatives, including
the Autonomous Regions of Açores and Madeira);
- the scientific, economic, professional and non-governmental
organizations representative of different water uses (18
representatives); and
- invited persons due to their expertise (16 individuals).
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Portuguese water council relative composition

Objectives

Provide a national discussion forum on water policy and
sustainable water resources management, incorporating
ecosystem values and the interests of different sectors
and regions
Appreciate plans and projects relevant to water resources
Contribute to the establishment of strategic options for the
management and control of water systems
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Attributions
The Council monitor and assess the preparation of plans and projects with
particular relevance upon water resources, propose measures for its
implementation and formulate and assess strategic options for the
sustainable management of Portuguese water resources
Specifically, the Council:
assess the development and implementation of the Portuguese
Water Plan and issue an appraisal on the Plan proposal before its
approval by the government;
appreciate decisive stages during the preparation of River Basin
Management Plans, particularly those of international rivers;
assess plans and projects which could substantially affect water
planning or use;
suggest research topics.
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Operation
The Council ordinarily meets in plenary sessions at least twice a year, but
also whenever called by the President or at the request of a majority of its
members
The Council deliberations are taken by consensus or by the plurality of
votes. Minutes are taken in all meetings
The Council also functions in restricted scope for carrying out preparatory
and complementary work to the plenary sessions through the operation of
working groups
The working groups are established for specific tasks that are limited in
time, involving members of the Council and the most appropriate specialists
for the subject
Organization and coordination of Council activities are provided by the
Secretary-General, assisted by up to three persons of recognized prestige
and experience in water management
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Examples of appraisals conducted by working groups

Main activities (1994 to present)
The Council has conducted 43 plenary meetings between November 1994 and
September 2011 and the following subjects were adressed:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Portuguese Water Plan
River Basin Management Plans
Water-Framework Directive
Spanish National Water Plan
New Portuguese Water Law and related legal documents
Portuguese-Spanish Convention on shared river basins
Irrigation policy and efficient water use on agriculture
Strategic plans for public water supply and wastewater treatment
Plan for efficient water use
Costal zone planning
Hydrologic extreme situations (floods and droughts) and prevention/control of
pollution accidents
• Multipurpose hydraulic projects
• Water quality and water/riparian ecosystem protection
• Articulation between water management, spatial planning, nature conservation
and climate change
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(Likely) future subjects
Assess the development and implementation of the Portuguese Water Plan
Implementation of the legal and (revised?) institutional framework of water
management
Monitoring the implementation (results) of River Basin Management Plans
and other plans and projects related to water resources
Monitoring the implementation (results) of measures for the protection,
conservation, rehabilitation and recovery of water (including surface interior, estuarine and coastal - and ground water)
Implementation of the Program for Efficient Water Use and measures to
ensure its concretization
Operation of the portuguese monitoring network for water quality (including
ecological indicators) and quantity
Implementation of sustainable water uses
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thank you very much for your attention

