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Alternative title:

Love thy neighbour. Can transboundary
water resources cooperation last?




Changing land and
water context —

population pressure,
urbanisation, hydropower,
mining, plantations, tourism,
agro industry, climate
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Mekong River is the world’s largest inland fishery -
$3 billion per year feeding millions of people




- MANIPULATING
THE MEKONG
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The Nation, Thailand, January 2008



“Mekong river hydroelectric dam threatens
livelihoods and endangered species In
landlocked Laos”

Guardian, UK, 13 March 2009
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‘MRC supports sustainable hydropower
development implemented within the framework
of the 1995 Mekong Agreement and which serves

the joint interests of its member-countries’
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...Integrating
multi-sector

considerations
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We can expect
significant hydrological
and morphological
changes
as a result of
mainstream and
tributary projects and

climate change
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We are modelling salinity.changes In the
Delta - Mekong’s rice bowl

B Feduce = 12 g
B Reduce 4 -12 gl

| Reduction = 15 dayss = f ! | Reduca 0 - 4 g

| Récducton = & d;:l'y';. . T o 1k . Mo change
S . - F il 1 ’
| Ma L'E-l:sr'luu [ 2 = e Increaza 0 -4 g
i - &,
I increase = & day | - [ | | Increase 4 - 12 Qg

- Increase = 15 days 5 - Increase > 12 g/

Salinity Intrusion Duration Salinity concentration
(days) (9/1)




Diversity of fish migrations

Can they survive?
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What are appropriate sediment
management regimes?
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Participation

How does an international river
basin organisation covering 60
million people ensure community
mterests are heard?




i ‘il China
1I G:}.ﬁgg uoglao
: - Xiaowan 1 | Manwan
How sustainable Is Srfoctan
ey Ba
hydropower? P e
Jirlql'!inq Ga-r.’_danl:ra '
A J"-ﬁfar‘lf;c?ng._
f ok

ek

A major challenge in [EES

a.Ben .

? ® aklaf

@® Damo perational
'. Dam under construction

O Proposed dam

Viet Nam .. P
[ ] Luang Praba ng

one of the world’s [ FR N

largest undeveloped [N e ﬂ\ﬁ
river basins \ Q%_ﬂ R,

A7
Thailand }}«f W

i Gl
— "-.I“'x% ® "‘{"3}‘ :
T s Ban Koum

] f: “, i .,” L:t Su.,a
- and a major test for HE oy |
g ' ?ﬁ&mﬁmﬂfﬂ Lk tungTreng i
the 1995 Mekong - - S st N

Agreement L




MRC'’s role In relation to mainstream
hydropower development

Basin-wide understanding of cumulative impacts and
sustainability assessment — Strategic Environment Assessment

Implementation of Procedures under the 1995 [
Agreement — providing advice to government (S
decision-makers (B

Building capacity, facilitating dialogue and providing technical
guidance

Monitoring — river flow, water quality, sediment,
salinity, fisheries, navigation
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Love thy neighbour. How can transboundary
water resources cooperation last?

* political commitment to cooperation

o effective legal framework

» agreed analytic tools and datasets

 independent and objective assessment capability
 mutually agreed vision of development prospects
e transparent and participatory processes
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