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PublicPublic participationparticipation inin PolandPoland::

-- Team of Public Participation in Team of Public Participation in 
the WFD implementation by the the WFD implementation by the 

DWR of the MDWR of the Ministryinistry ofof
EEnvironmentnvironment

-- „„ProgrammeProgramme of public of public 
participation in implementation participation in implementation 

of the Water Framework of the Water Framework 
Directive in PolandDirective in Poland””



““ProgrammeProgramme of public participation in of public participation in 
implementation of the Water Framework implementation of the Water Framework 

Directive in PolandDirective in Poland””

The The ProgrammeProgramme adjusts requirements of the Water Framework adjusts requirements of the Water Framework 
Directive regarding public participation to Polish conditions ofDirective regarding public participation to Polish conditions of

water management planning within the water management planning within the revierrevier basin and provisions basin and provisions 
of law being in force in Poland. of law being in force in Poland. 

It includes detailed guidelines concerning It includes detailed guidelines concerning organisationorganisation of public of public 
participation process at the national level participation process at the national level -- OderOder and and VistulaVistula river river 

basins, and at the level of water regions.basins, and at the level of water regions.
The The ProgrammeProgramme identifies and selects identifies and selects socisociaal groups that should be l groups that should be 

involved in implementation of the Water Framework Directive, involved in implementation of the Water Framework Directive, 
national and local government institutions responsible for ensurnational and local government institutions responsible for ensuring ing 

public participation, forms, methods and tools necessary for thepublic participation, forms, methods and tools necessary for the
process, and costs of public participation process are estimatedprocess, and costs of public participation process are estimated..

Addressees of the Addressees of the ProgrammeProgramme of public participation in of public participation in 
implementation of the Water Framework Directive are institutionsimplementation of the Water Framework Directive are institutions

responsible for the WFD implementation in Poland.responsible for the WFD implementation in Poland.



National level National level 
of two river basinsof two river basins –– OderOder andand VistulaVistula riverriver::
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The most important tasks of the
Forum: 

TheThe most most importantimportant taskstasks ofof thethe
Forum: Forum: 

--ProvidingProviding informationinformation

--ConsultationsConsultations

-- ActiveActive involvementinvolvement

NationalNational WaterWater Forum (NWF)Forum (NWF)
The NWF will contribute to The NWF will contribute to democratisationdemocratisation of decision making process,of decision making process, that that 

is connected with gaining social acceptance for decisionsis connected with gaining social acceptance for decisions made in scope of made in scope of 
water management. water management. 

OrganisationsOrganisations participating in the National Water Forum will participating in the National Water Forum will 
represent full spectrum of public interests and private represent full spectrum of public interests and private 

waterwater usageusage. . 

The ForumThe Forum’’s activity should be s activity should be 
received by possible broadest public, and encourage it received by possible broadest public, and encourage it 

to participation in solving significant water management questioto participation in solving significant water management questions.ns.



Organisation of the NWF’s work:Organisation of the NWF’s work:

•• Number of participants:  100 Number of participants:  100 –– 130 persons,130 persons,

•• Duration: 1 to 2 days (depending on the discussed topics),Duration: 1 to 2 days (depending on the discussed topics),

•• Form of meeting: plenary session and work in workgroups (discussForm of meeting: plenary session and work in workgroups (discussion panels), ion panels), 

•• Schedule of meetings: once or twice a year Schedule of meetings: once or twice a year -- spring, autumn,spring, autumn,

•• Media: meetings open for the representatives of media,Media: meetings open for the representatives of media,

•• Internet: Internet: -- creation of the website devoted to the NWF at the Water Managemcreation of the website devoted to the NWF at the Water Management ent 
Office's server, containing information about Office's server, containing information about organisationorganisation of next meetings, of next meetings, 
program and summary of each convention along with resolutions orprogram and summary of each convention along with resolutions or problems to problems to 
be solved, be solved, 

•• InteractiveInteractive InternetInternet--basedbased forum forum 



RegionalRegional levellevel ((waterwater regionsregions):):



Instruments of public participation at the level of (water regions):Instruments of public participation at the level of (water regions):
•• Water Regions Water Management CouncilsWater Regions Water Management Councils
•• ConstantConstant CommissionsCommissions ofof PublicPublic ParticipationParticipation formed by Water Management formed by Water Management 

Councils,Councils,

•• Internet,Internet,

•• LocalLocal waterwater eventsevents,,

•• MediaMedia ((cooperationcooperation withwith locallocal media).media).

TheThe CommissionCommission activityactivity fieldsfields::

•• providing information about the aims of the WFD and the process providing information about the aims of the WFD and the process of its of its 
implementation, about water management implementation, about water management organisationorganisation in the water in the water 
region,region,

•• discussing and commenting on effect of the reports required by tdiscussing and commenting on effect of the reports required by the he 
WFD, WFD, 

•• discussion and making remarks for documents presented at three discussion and making remarks for documents presented at three 
stages of public consultations, stages of public consultations, 

•• making remarks in respect to making remarks in respect to organisationorganisation of the public participation of the public participation 
process in the water region. process in the water region. 



the year 2006the year 2006
informationinformation campaigncampaign

•• March March –– September September –– information campaign:information campaign:
-- media planmedia plan andand media media cooperationcooperation
-- press press informatinformationion
--media media eventsevents
-- creation of a password and logocreation of a password and logo
-- newsletternewsletter andand brochuresbrochures

•• By April 2006 By April 2006 –– the creation of the subthe creation of the sub--website concerning the public participation website concerning the public participation 
•• By June 2006 By June 2006 –– the development of a model report and the scheme of consultatiothe development of a model report and the scheme of consultation n 

assessment and questionnairesassessment and questionnaires
•• By October 2006 By October 2006 –– interactive internet forum interactive internet forum 
•• October 2006 October 2006 –– the 1st the 1st NationalNational Water ForumWater Forum
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Schedule of Public ConsultationsSchedule of Public ConsultationsSchedule of Public Consultations

2005 2007 20082006

YEAR2005 2006 2007 2008

Review of important problems connected with water 
management as determined within a given river basin

Schedule and programme of works

Draft of a River Basin Water Management Plan



CConsultationsonsultations ofof the the „„SSchedulechedule and programme of works and programme of works 
connected with the development of the Water connected with the development of the Water 

Management PlanManagement Plan”” will be held simultaneously at the will be held simultaneously at the 
level of water regions and at the country levellevel of water regions and at the country level

22 December 2006 22 December 2006 –– 22 June 200722 June 2007

Consultations of the Consultations of the „„Review of Essential Problems Review of Essential Problems ofof
WaterWater ManagementManagement”” at the level of water regions, will at the level of water regions, will 

be held frombe held from
22 March to 22 June 200722 March to 22 June 2007

Consultations Consultations ofof the the „„Review of Essential ProblemsReview of Essential Problems…”…” , at , at 
the country level, will be held fromthe country level, will be held from

22 December 2007 to 22 June 200822 December 2007 to 22 June 2008

Consultations Consultations ofof the the „„WaterWater ManagementManagement
PlansPlans”” will be held fromwill be held from

22 December 2008 to 22 June 200922 December 2008 to 22 June 2009



LocalLocal ActionAction::
Testing of the Testing of the PPublicublic ParticipationParticipation in the Upper in the Upper VistulaVistula

Pilot BasinPilot Basin
OBJECTIVES:OBJECTIVES:

Testing the adaptation of the European guidance onTesting the adaptation of the European guidance on
public participation in the Upper public participation in the Upper VistulaVistula pilot basin, pilot basin, 
application  of this document in the  Polish context, and application  of this document in the  Polish context, and 
receiving feedback of this application receiving feedback of this application 

Identification of the possible difficulties that might occurIdentification of the possible difficulties that might occur
during the implementation process, and of the necessaryduring the implementation process, and of the necessary
improvementimprovement

The results of the testing will be the basis  for drafting theThe results of the testing will be the basis  for drafting the
first national guidance on the public participation on thefirst national guidance on the public participation on the
regional level, taking into account the Polish institutionalregional level, taking into account the Polish institutional
and legislation contextand legislation context



Active involvementActive involvement of interested parties is realized through the of interested parties is realized through the 
Informal Informal Public Participation CommitteePublic Participation Committee of the Water Management of the Water Management 

Councils in the Pilot River Basin of the Upper Councils in the Pilot River Basin of the Upper VistulaVistula
The committee consists of 20 representatives. The committee consists of 20 representatives. 

The committee members represent various interested parties: locaThe committee members represent various interested parties: local l 
government authorities, economic, agricultural, fishing, and ecogovernment authorities, economic, agricultural, fishing, and ecological logical 
organizations whose activities refer to water management and watorganizations whose activities refer to water management and water users er users 
(companies).(companies).

Passive (written) consultationPassive (written) consultation:: Active consultationActive consultation ((local meetingslocal meetings):):

--QuestionnairesQuestionnaires
--Internet Internet 

ConsultationConsultation ofof the main issues of the water managementthe main issues of the water management::

-- 40 40 –– 80 people80 people
--representatives of local elected representatives of local elected 

officials, water users (agriculture, officials, water users (agriculture, 
forestry, fishery, tourism, forestry, fishery, tourism, 
industryindustry……))
NGOsNGOs
-- mediamedia
-- expertsexperts
-- broad publicbroad public



Thank you for your Thank you for your 
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