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WFD Implementation cycle

Review - 2004

Surveillance 
Programme - 2006

Identification of missing data
Definition of benchmark 

conditions and good status

Monitoring of the 
application of measures

Implementation

Updated review -
2013

Programmes of 
measures - 2009

Management Plans - 2009

Setting of objectives, 
orientations and priority action 

areas

Identification of 
important issues

Delineation of 
water bodies, 

river basin 
districts, 

pressures-
impacts analysis
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WFD Implementation milestones and 
research needs

Review: River basin districts
Delineation of water bodies

Analysis of pressures and 
impacts

Design of monitoring –
surveillance program

River basin management plans, 
Programs of measures

Ecotoxicity
Ecosystem modeling
Hydro morphology
Etc..

Reference sites
Intercalibration
Etc…

Hydromorphology-
Restauration measures
Economic analysis 
Surface-Groundwaters
relations
Priority Substances list
Etc…

Research to be 
launched several 
years ahead !!

Hydro morphology
International governance of 
common water bodies
Etc….
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Science-policy initiatives

Science-Policy Interface

Identify WFD 
relevant 

projects and 
products of 

research

WISE-RTD 

Web portal

Support an 
evidence-based

policy

CIS 
working 
groups 

National 
and EU 

R&D 
agendas

IWRM-Net, 
WSSTP…

WSSTP, 
PRBs…

Transfer 
technical 

solutions/best 
practices

Support 
demonstration 

projects

LIFE, PRB 
etc…
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Towards an operational science-policy 
interface in support of EU water policies 

Proposal to be integrated within the CIS process

2009

Pilot project

2010-2012

Next CIS program ?

EU and national 
research

End-users (water 
managers, policy-
makers…)

Uptake of 
research results

Identification of 
research needsDemonstration

projects

SPI 
Core group of 

representatives from 
water / environment 

agencies-ministries + 
EC DGs + 

stakeholders from 
the water 

management 
community and from 

the scientific and 
technical community

needs

results

needs

results
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SPI possible activities
Cross-cutting activities

Water & Agriculture
• provide a state of the art of 
existing knowledge 

• identify related knowledge 
gaps and research needs 
and ensure inclusion in 
research agendas

• ensure diffusion/relay to 
relevant users at the 
appropriate level(s)

Possible thematic activities

Water & Energy
• provide a state of the art of 
existing knowledge 

• identify related knowledge 
gaps and research needs 
and ensure inclusion in 
research agendas

• ensure diffusion/relay to 
relevant users at the 
appropriate level(s)

Water & Climate Change
• provide a state of the art of 
existing scientific knowledge 

• identify related knowledge 
gaps and research needs and 
ensure inclusion in research 
agendas

• ensure diffusion/relay to 
relevant users at the 
appropriate level(s)

Translators/transformers
a two-way process

Research
Community

“Doers of science”

“Translator/Transformer” “Users”
(e.g. Policymakers &

regulators)

TRANSLATING & UNDERSTANDING

DEFINING THE NEEDS

Ensure efficient 
transfer and uptake 
of scientific 
knowledge

Compile feedback 
from users and 
future research 
needs



Thank you for your attention
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