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Address at the Opening Ceremony of
the 5th International Yellow River Forum

H.E. Mr. Chen Lei
Minister of Water Resources, P. R. China
(September 25, 2012)

Distinguished guests,
Dear participants,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good morning!

During this pleasant season with refreshing autumn breeze and
osmahthus'frajgrance, we are delighted to welcome the grand opening
of the 5th International Yellow River Forum. Distinguished guests and
forum participants from-around the world have gathered in Zhengzhou
city, Henan province, the home of Xuanyuan® and center of the Yellow
River basin. Under an overarching theme of Ensuring Water Right of the
Riverfs Demand and Healthy River Basin Maintenance, we will discuss
Impo'rtant issues including strengthening water resources management
and promoting sustainable socio-economic development. Taking this
opportunity, on behalf of the Ministry of Water Resources, People’s
Republic of China, I would like to extend my congratulations on the
convening of the Forum and present my sincere welcome to all the

distinguished guests and participants.

© Xuanyuan is a legendary figure in ancient China who unified the Chinese nation.




Water is the source of life, a necessity of production and the base
for ecology. Under the intertwined impacts of global climate change
and human activities, the world is currently facing increasingly severe
water disasters and problems related to water resources and water
environment, and countries around the world are challenged by common
water crisis. As the largest and most populous developing country, China
suffers from relative scarcity of water resources. Such factors as large
population but little water, the uneven distribution of water in time and
space, and the mismatch between water availability and production
layout have become bottlenecks for China’s sustainable socio-economic
development. The Chinese government attaches high attention to water
issues, and has set resources conservation and environment protection
as basic national policy. While adhering to the principles of putting
people first and maintaining harmony between human and nature,
China strives to undertake rational development, efficient utilization,
integrated training, optimal allocation, comprehensive conservation,
effective protection and scientific management of water resources. With
6% of world freshwater resources and 9% of world arable land, China
has successfully fed and clothed 21% of world population. With per
capita water consumption at only 60% of the world average, China has
supported the rapid growth of national economy, at a rate three times
the world average. Overall, China has made an important contribution to

world development and prosperity.

China is and will be in a crucial period in her efforts of building a well-
off society in an all-round way and speeding up modernization process.
The Chinese government is thoroughly applying scientific outlook on
development, accelerating transformation of the mode of economic
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development, strongly promoting green growth, circular economy
and low-carbon development, and advocating a culture of resource
conservation. In the context of complicated water situ'ation and fragile
ecology and environment, particularly with rapid industrialization and
urbanization and increasing impact from global climate change, such
problems as water shortage, serious water pollution and degraded
water environment and ecology have become even more serious in
China. Those resources and environment problems that once occurred
throughout the long history of industrialization in the developed countries
for over 200 years have seen concentrated outbreak in China, It took
decades for industrialized countries to address those problems when
their economies were highly developed. However, China needs to
resolve them in relatively much shorter time, which is unprecedented in
terms of the difficulty of the tasks. The Chinese government explicitly
points ‘out that implementing the strictest water resources management
system is a strategic move for the transformation of the mode of
economic development. The strictest water resources management
system, which identifies three red-lines for water development and
utilization control, water use efficiency control and poliutant bearing
capacity of water function zones, aims to promote sustainable water
utilization. Meanwhile, The Opinion on Implementing the Strictest Water
Resources Management System issued by the State Council of China
has made a holistic arrangement of the implementation of the system.
These strategic measures have opened a new dimension for water
resources management with Chinese characteristics, and have practical
and far-reaching significance for resolving water issues, promoting
sustainable water utilization and safeguarding sustainable socio-economic
development in China. |
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The Yellow River is the mother river of the Chinese civilization. It breeds
and nurtures the splendid Chinese civilization which has continued for
more than 5000 years. Today, the Yellow River has fed 12% of the
national population and irrigated 15% of the national arable land with
only 2% of the national river runoff, playing a strategic role in China’s
socio-economic development. Since the founding of the People’s Republic
of China in 1949, the Chinese government and the Chinese people have
_undergone painful exploration and rendered unremittiné efforts for
the harnessing, development and protection of the Yellow River, and
demonstrated a new model for harnessing and protecting big rivers of
the world. Particularly, since the end of last century, when facing the
grim water situation in the Yellow River basin, the Chinese government
has intensified integrated water resources management and regulation,
prioritizing domestic water use-, rationally allocating water for agriculture,
industry and service sector, and taking-énvironment water use into
consideration. Through a series of strong and effective measures, the
Yellow River has realized non-running-dry for 13 consecutive years, and
safeguarded sustainable socio-economic development in the baéin with
sustainable water utilization,

Howevet, we are soberly aware that the Yellow River basin is the most
water-scarce and ecologically-and—environmentalIy fragile area in China,
challenged by the severest conflicts between water supply and demand.
The Yellow River itself is among those rivers with the most complicated
water situation. It faces most difficult harnessing and protection tasks.
To ensure long-term security and sustainable utilization, all the measures
to be undertaken should be grounded on the complicated and varied
natural characteristics of the Yellow River. They should serve overall
socio-economic development in the basin, focus on the crux of the matter
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which is “too little water, too much sand and serious disproportions
between water and sand”, address the imbalance of water supply and
demand in the basin, and relieve the threat of secondary suspended river
in the downstream. The Chinese government will enrich and improve
Yellow River management concept, plan and measures in the new period,
speed up the development and improvement of water-sand regulation
system, flood-defense and sediment-reduction system, comprehensive
water-soil erosion prevention system, water efficient utilization and
integrated regulation system, water resources and ecology protection
system, and integrated river basin management system, so as to
maintain the healthy life of the Yellow River, ensure its perpetual flowing
and enable the Yellow River to bring more benefits to the people.

To achieve the aforementioned goals, the Chinese government will
undertake the followmg tasks Firstly, in terms of comprehensive
harnessmg of the Yellow Rlver, we will correctly address the relations
between the upstream and the downstream, between the left and
right banks, and between the mainstream and tributaries. We will
coordinate flood defense and drought relief, benefits promotion and
harm prevention, water management and sand harnessing, and river
development and protection In line with the principle of “"managing
reservoirs in the middie-reach to store flood water, building dikes to
contain flood water in the river channel and utilizing downstream
detention areas to store flood water”, we will improve the comprehensive
flood-defense and drought-relief system comprising structural and non-
structural measures, in order to ensure peace and safety of the Yellow
River basin. Secondly, with regard to river basin water management,
we will take both water fqr socio-economic development and water for
environment into consideration, accelerate the .implementation of the
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strictest water resources management system, reinforce three red-lines
for water development and utilization control, water use efficiency control
and pollutant bearing capacity of water function zones, build a water-
saving society in an all-around way to ensure sustainable utilization
of water resources in the entire basin. Thirdly, with respect to water-
soil resources protection and ecological construction, we will prioritize
prevention, and combine it with protection, and give equal attention
to engineering projects construction and ecological rehabilitation.
Efforts will be focused on the harnessing of the origins of the Loess
Plateau’s coarse sand, the comprehensive management of slope
farmland and construction of soil-retaining dams. Furthermore, the
protection of the drinking water source areas, key ecological reserves,
water source conservation areas, river origins and wetlands will be
reinforced. The above-mentioned measures will serve as a defense for
the 'et:oiogical safety in the basin. Fourthly, regarding comprehensive
basin management, we will strengthen integrated planning, allocation,
regulation and management of the water resources of the entire basin,
improve Yellow River water laws and regulations, strongly implement
administrative law enforcement, and speed up the process of managing
the river by iaw Fffthly, concermng technolog:cai innovation, we wili
carry out in- depth study on the evolution patterns of wandering rivers,
reinforce research and development of key technologies for Yellow River
harnessing, development, protection and management, and upgrade
informatization of flood-defense, drought-relief commanding and
decision-making, water development, utilization and management, and
water project management so as to promote the modernization of Yellow
River management.
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Ladies and gentlemen, the International Yellow River Forum is a grand
meeting hosted by China in the water sector. It is also an important
platform for China’s exchange and cooperation with the rest of the
world. Initiated in 2003, the International Yellow River Forum has
been successfully held four times, and has received wide attention
from government departments and international organizations around
the world. The 5th International Yellow River consists of five sub-
themes, including integrated river basin management, river health and
environmental flow, climate change adaptation, tools and technology,
and water governance. Twelve inter-governmental cooperation meetings
and special sessions organized by international organizations will be
held in parallel. We sincerely hope this Forum will serve as a useful
platform for participants from around the world to exchange and share
advanced concepts and new findings in water resource management and
sustainable development, promote water science and technology research
and project cooperation, build consensus and enhance friendship. Let's
join hands to address global water crisis and open up a bright future for
human civilization.

Finally, I wish the 5th International Yellow River Forum a great success!

Thank you!
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