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Why a dedicated workshop in EUROPE-INBO ?
•Promote works and exchanges on current subject of interests at
European level
•Preparatory works with OFB and Network representatives
•Balance presentations between European framework and
feedbacks from national or local experiences
• Agriculture and water, a forever story.
• The new CAP, read the newspapers !
• A green(er) orientation at EU level (Green Deal, Farm to Fork,
New CAP…)
• Obvious and major links with WFD and RBMPs
• Pressures
• Measures
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The Context
Water primrose

• Agriculture and Water (WFD approach)
• European initiatives under development
• Green Deal
• Farm to Fork

• CAP and new CAP

Agriculture and Water (WFD)
•

•

The Water Framework Directive (WFD)
•

Surface water and groundwater bodies must achieve good
chemical, ecological and quantitative status by 2027

•

Member States are required to identify the waterbodies’ status
and define River Basin Management Plans to address water
issues and improve the status of waterbodies

Water issues and Agriculture
•

In a context of climate change and a fast-growing population,
sustainable water management represents a major issue, to
protect water resources and secure their supply in terms of
quantity and quality

•

Agricultural diffuse pollution significantly affects the chemical
status and ecological status of waterbodies in the EU - main
pollutants from agriculture include nutrients, pesticides,
sediment (from soil erosion) and faecal microbes

•

Agriculture is a significant source of water abstraction for
irrigation and affects the hydromorphology of surface
waterbodies (modification of the stream flow, physical
modification of meanders)
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WFD Implementation
The EEA State of Water
Report, issued in July 2018
provides
detailed
information on the status of
Europe’s water bodies, as
reported by the Member
States under the WFD. It
shows that 74% of the EU
groundwater bodies have by
now achieved good chemical
status and 89% of them have
achieved good quantitative
status. The situation is less
encouraging for surface
waters: only 38% of them
are in good chemical status
and just 40% in good
ecological
status
or
potential.

WFD Implementation
Compared to the 2009-2015 cycle,
only a limited number of water bodies
have improved in status.
This may be due to late identification
of pressures, the longer time required
to design effective policy measures,
the slow introduction of measures, the
response time of nature before
measures take effect, but also
heightened quality standards and
improved monitoring and reporting
that reveals water bodies previously
qualified to be in ‘unknown’ status to
actually be ’unsatisfactory’.
Overall, substantial efforts have been
made to implement the WFD. Better
implementation of other closely linked
pieces of EU law also had a positive
effect

WFD Implementation
• However, impacts from agriculture
are amongst the most significant
pressures identified by Member
States in most RBDs as posing
potential risk of deterioration or
non-achievement of the
environmental objectives, both in
the form of over-abstraction or
diffuse pollution.
• Basic measures are usually in
place. In half the cases no ex-ante
assessment is made of the extent
to which the measures taken will
be sufficient to close the gap to
good status.
• Much will also depend on the
effect of voluntary measures, often
in the context of the Common
Agriculture Policy (CAP).
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WFD and agriculture

+ Numerous research
projects (FP6, FP7,
H2020…)

European initiatives under development
Green Deal
Farm to Fork
Biodiversity strategy

European Green deal

The green deal and agriculture
• Delivering on the focus areas of Farm to Fork and Towards a
Green CAP will have the greatest impact on farming and food.
• The European Green Deal is proposing the following measures
that will impact directly on agriculture:

• Seek to ensure high environmental and climate ambition in the reform
of the common agricultural policy.
• Work with Member States and stakeholders to ensure that national
strategic plans for agriculture reflect fully the ambitions of the Green
Deal and the Farm to Fork Strategy.

• Present the ‘Farm to Fork’ Strategy in 2020, with a view to
rolling-out a set of initiatives from the end of 2020, including:

• targets on reduction of chemical pesticides, fertilisers and increased
organic area.
• Adoption of a toolbox for alternatives to chemical pesticides.
• Actions to develop innovative ways, including new genomic techniques,
to adapt to climate change and improve sustainability of food systems.

Farm to Fork: 2030 targets
The use of pesticides in agriculture contributes to pollution of soil, water and air.
The Commission will take action to reduce the use of chemical and more hazardous
pesticides by 50%

The excess of nutrients in the environment is a major source of air, soil and water
pollution,
negatively impacting biodiversity and climate. The Commission will act to
•reduce nutrient losses by at least 50%, while ensuring no deterioration on soil fertility
•reduce fertilizer use by at least 20%

Antimicrobial resistance linked to the use of antimicrobials in animal and human
health leads to
an estimated 33,000 human deaths in the EU each year. The Commission will reduce
the
sale of antimicrobials for farmed animals and in aquaculture by 50%.
Organic farming is an environmentally-friendly practice that needs to be further
developed.
The Commission will help the EU’s organic farming sector to grow, with the goal of 25
% of total farmland being used for organic farming by 2030.

EU Biodiversity strategy for 2030

The CAP
• The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) plays a key role
in supporting Europe’s agricultural sector. It is also a
more and more important instrument in strengthening
the efforts of European farmers to contribute to the
environment protection objectives of the EU.
• After 2020, a new CAP will arise. Amongst the
objectives of this future CAP, some directly concern the
environment including “fostering sustainable
development and efficient management of natural
resources such as water, soil and air”, and “contributing
to the protection of biodiversity, enhance ecosystem
services and preserve habitats and landscapes”.

Evaluation of the impact of the CAP on water
• Report released on February 2020
• https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/6b313503-545d-11eaaece-01aa75ed71a1
• https://dcuwater.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/library-ext-eval-water-finalreport_2020.pdf
Cross-compliance

Voluntary measures

Conditionality
Sectors and
sizes
Pesticides
amounts
Water
quantitative
issues and
climate change

Better targeting of the measures

COMMISSION STAFF
WORKING DOCUMENT
Analysis of links between
CAP Reform and Green
Deal, May 2020
+
Annex I of the proposed
CAP Strategic Plan
Regulation

CAP post 2020
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CAP post 2020: New CAP Delivery Model
•EU level:

•
•
•
•
•

CAP objectives and common indicators,
types of interventions and EU basic rule
Provides CAP financing
Assesses and approves Strategic CAP plans
Monitors and audits performance and compliance

•Member States

•
•
•
•
•

SWOT and needs analysis
Translate EU objectives in national targets
Chose appropriate interventions
Develop Strategic CAP plans
Report on performance and compliance
21

CAP post 2020
• The future CAP includes conditionality, which links area
and animal-based CAP payments to a range of
obligations.
• In addition it also introduces the new ‘eco-schemes’
that aim to reward farmers for going further in the
implementation of sustainable agricultural practices.
These practices could include the implementation of
environmentally friendly production systems such as
agroecology, agroforestry and organic farming. The
rural development framework also includes
environmental and climate management
commitments, which aim to compensate farmers and
other beneficiaries for voluntarily committing
themselves to implement sustainable practices.

CAP post 2020

CAP Strategic Plans

Still an on-going process…
• CAP Strategic Plans under development…
• 20-23 October, votes in the EU Parliament on the
CAP Reform, mixed feelings.
• Improvements compared to PAC 2014-2020
• Modifications on conditionnality, definition of rules
(eco-schemes)
• 2nd pillar / 35% of budget on environmental measures

• The « Trilogues »: EU Council, EU Parliament, EU
COM …

Thank you for your attention and enjoy
exchanging …

