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Policy brief:
Water resilience is built with
better water governance

» The existing water governance
instruments, approaches, and
arrangements in place in Europe need to
be carefully evaluated, whether they serve
the purpose of enhancing water resilience

. water governance

.| Europe is increasingly experiencing severa droughts and floods due to climate change, and despite decades of efforts to curb
pollution, the health of water ecosystems continues to decline. Addresaing water resiience should be a prionity for the new
Y European Parliament, the new Commission, and the Member States. Water resilience consist of the capacity of our socio-
ecological systems, especially aguatic ecosysiems and e communities that rely on high-guality and sufficient water supplies,
. io manage change—aeither by resisting, adapting, or transforming in responss to it

" Strengthening of Europe’s water resilience requires improved water governance. The institutional frameworks of today and the

| interaction between different sectors and sctors heve tobe enhanced as the use, developrment and protection of waters demand
.| our careful consideration. Recent research has identified governance practices and innovative instruments. approaches and
| smangements that can support water resiience, with EU-wide scalng up potantial,

. Key messoges

» The three projects of the
WaterGovernance2027 Synergy group
have identified cutting-edge governance
practices that can support water resilience,

with EU-wide scaling )
2.

Water resilience is critical for the core aims of the EL. Water digital solutions facilitate deta exchange, streamiing dacksion-
should be & sirategic priotity in the work of the new Ewropean making, and promote inclusive parscpation from all stakehoiders.
Parliament, the Commission . and the Member Stales.

Water resiience is best financed with a diversity of funding
Water resilience requires a cross-sectoral reguilatory approach. sources, consclidating water charges and tariffs that incentivise
More attention should be paid to water use and impacts in the efficient water use, and leveraging private finance through
agriculture, indusiry and enesgy produciion sectors and their public-private parmarships or biended finance soltions. E
water-intensive value chains fo reach the Waber Framework
Directive's water stabus objectives and to advance systemic
adaptation to climate change. Regulation should be able to
impose requirements not only on new but also on extsting
activities impacting waters.

Increasing Europe's waler resibence requires reflective appro- | & |
aches, such a5 graater use of monitoring and evakston of |
policies and their implemantation. Incorporating the rade-offs |
and synergies among water. food, energy and ecosystemsin [0 0
monfioring and evaluation enable betier understanding of the | SR
impacts of management decisions. Commonly agreed indi- SRR
cators, supporting data, and the use of open and accessibls 3
digital pletformes can improve the flow of informiation to & wide A
range of decsion-making actors including the wider public. it |8
can also hedp holding decison makers accountable, and raise 50 SE
awareness, acceptance, and uptake of more susiainable waier  SREEEH
use and management practices. ! 3

Water resilience ks founded on collsboration between the public
sacior, private sector, civil society and research and educabon.
Participatory and collaborative approaches support vertical
integration scross multiple levets of govemance and honzon-
tal coherence and coordination across policy sectors. Power
and capacity of actors, diversity of knowledge systems and
coordination across jurisdictional and geographical boundariss.
are critical factors in their effectivenesa. Social innovation and

Co-funded by UK Research Synergy group ‘s
the European Union and Innovation WaterGovernance2027 v



Key messages |

Water resilience requires a cross-sectoral
regulatory approach

» Attention needed to water use and impacts
in the agriculture, industry and energy
production sectors and their water-
intensive value chains to reach WFD
objectives and to advance systemic
adaptation to climate change

» Regulation should be able to impose
requirements not only on new but also on
existing activities impacting waters
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Water resilience requires new economic
and financing instruments

> ltis best financed with a diversity of
funding sources, consolidating water
charges and tariffs that incentivize efficient
water use, and leveraging private finance
through public-private partnerships or

blended finance solutions
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— ‘Water resilience is founded on N h wh\ fi-?;ﬁ'iﬁ#
\ collaboration between the public sector, : T
private sector, civil society and research r,‘}
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and education
» Participatory and collaborative approaches " -—

support vertical integration across multiple
levels of governance and horizontal
coherence and coordination across policy
sectors
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Water reS|I|ence requires reflectlve approaches such as greater
use of monitoring and evaluation of policies and their
implementation

» Incorporating the trade-offs and synergies among water, food,
energy and ecosystems in monitoring and evaluation enable
better understanding of the impacts of management decisions

» Commonly agreed indicators, supporting data, and the use of
open and accessible digital platforms can improve the flow of

information to a wide range of decision-making actors including
the wider public

» Accessible digital platforms help holding decision makers e —

accountable, and raising awareness, acceptance, and uptake of
more sustainable water use and management practices




Policy brief:

Building water resilience
Towards better implementation
of ecological flows and water
allocation in Europe

GOVAQUA POLICY BRIEF | TOWARDS BETTER IMPLEMENTATION OF ECOLOGICAL FLOWS AND WATER ALLOCATION | T10.2024

Bmldlng water resmence towards
. better implementation of ecological
- flows and water allocation in Europe

» . The imporance of building water resilience s becoming mare and more ciear 1o polticians and citizens 35 Europe is fating
S0 ancther summer of severe droughts leading 1o drsruptions of waler supply, damages bo crop production and severe waber stress
© 47, inwunerable aguatic ecosysiems.

Strengthening Europe’s water resilience requines better sirategies. o tackle water scarcity and droughts, which are being in-
tensified by climate change. The EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030 and the EU Climate Adaptation Strategy under the Euwropean
Grewn Deal have set priorites to urge Member Siates o take action. These EU sirategers ask EU Member States fo strengthen
the implementation of ecclogical fiows and to improwe water alocation systems.

£ Eurcpean research delivers key insights on the design and implementation of reguiations being used for water allocation and
o '- ecological fows in diferent countraes and highbights areas where actions need to be sirengthened.

> Key messages

. ° Reguatory frameworks for ecological fiows should be Ly el- ¢ ir planning and imp daten, o coordinaton wit ;pi",' £
borated and mplemented, ncomporating provisions for definng. mumwms:ﬂmm

implementing and monitoring ecological flows in national water for water users.
paiicy and faver basin mandsgerment plars.
] mmmmmuwn
¢ A commen understanding of the role of water alecation in L :

* Resources of autharites for monitoring and enforcement 4
and legal and financial deterrents on non-complance with
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