
Nature-based Solutions

definition and implementation

Justine DELANGUE
Nature-based Solutions project officer
French Committee of IUCN
justine.delangue@uicn.fr

17 june 2019



IUCN – an international organisation

• Created in 1948 in Fontainebleau

• Our vision: « A just world that values and conserve nature »

• Our mission : “Influence, encourage and assist societies
throughout the world to conserve the integrity and diversity
of nature and to ensure that any use of natural resources is
equitable and ecologically sustainable”

• A unique global alliance composed of government and civil
societies organisations (+1300), national and regional
committees (+60), a council, experts (+10 000) and a
Secretariat (+900 people)

• United-Nations Observer since 1999



IUCN French national committee

• The network of French organisms and experts of IUCN:
 2 ministries
 8 public organisations
 42 NGOs
 More than 250 experts
 2nd country with the greatest amount of members

• A platform gathering scientific and practical expertise to
inform and induce actions, in association with local
stakeholders and the private sector

• Missions :
 address biodiversity conservation in France
 promote French expertise at the global level
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From an idea to a concept…
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A definition adopted in 2016 during the World 
Conservation Congress

WCC-2016-Res-069 : Nature-based Solutions are defined as
actions to protect, sustainably manage, and restore natural or
modified ecosystems, that address societal challenges
effectively and adaptively, simultaneously providing human
well-being and biodiversity benefits.



Nature-based Solutions are 
actions

Nature-based Solutions comprise 3 types of actions, that can
be combined:

1. Preservation of functional ecosystems in a good
ecological status

2. Improvement of ecosystems sustainable management

3. Ecosystem restoration
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Afin d’être efficaces et d’apporter des résultats significatifs, ces solutions doivent être mises en œuvre à l’échelle de paysages et sur le long terme.




Nature-based Solutions:
for societies and for biodiversity

Cohen-Shacham, E., G. Walters, C. Janzen, S. Maginnis (eds). 2016. Nature-based solutions to address global societal challenges. Gland, Switzerland: IUCN. Xiii + 97 pp. 



Nature-based Solutions
an umbrella concept

⇒ Linking existing approaches to develop a common language and raise new opportunities
for conservation projects linking human well being and ecosystem conservation

Associated approaches

• Ecological Restoration
• Ecological Engineering
• Forest Landscape Restoration
• Green Infrastructure
• Ecosystem-based Management
• Ecosystem-based Adaptation
• Ecosystem-based Mitigation
• Ecosystem-based Disaster Risk 

Reduction…



2 major publications

2016 – worldwide publication 
for all societal challenges

2018 – French publication for 
Climate change and disaster 

risks management



Why promoting NbS?

Ecosystems contribute to climate change 
adaptation and disaster risk reduction

• Protected ecosystems are more 
resilient

• Protected ecosystems are buffers 
against extreme climate events

 Disaster risk management should rely
on healthy ecosystems to enable
societies to adapt to climate change and 
to benefits from biodiversity



Development of a NbS standard

The need for a global standard to :
 Ensure quality of NbS actions
 Build a common language and understanding
 Engage stakeholders

7 criteria broken down into indicators
to specify elements to include in NbS
planning, design and implementation

© Durlet
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help determine whether and to what degree a project can be considered an NbS  




NbS standard (work in progress)

1. NbS conserve, restore and sustainably use ecosystems to address
societal needs

2. NbS are transparent and stakeholder-inclusive throughout their
lifecycle

3. NbS are governed and managed adaptively

4. NbS produce societal benefits while seeking to balance trade-offs

5. NbS are planned and implemented at a landscape/seascape scale

6. NbS seek synergies with other types of interventions where
necessary to meet societal needs

7. NbS are integrated into policies and regulatory frameworks



Challenges

Highlight NbS benefits
• Raising awareness among all stakeholders

• Monitoring NbS efficiency

Initiate an integrated strategic vision for territories
• Commit to a systemic vision of territories with large spatial and

temporal scale strategies
• Involve a wide stakeholders association in the governance process
• Broad planning policies



Some answers

• Integrate Nature based Solutions into Climate and
disaster risks management strategies

• Mobilise governments, local authorities, NGOs, citizens,
and the private sector for NbS implementation

• Dedicate specific and ambitious funds



IUCN France work programme

 Making the case for NbS : showcase existing NbS initiatives 
in France for water risks, coastal risks and forest and open 
ecosystems  

 Contributing to the global NbS standard and working on a 
French approach

 Supporting stakeholders (decision/policy makers, private 
sector, NGOs...) for an integrative and systemic approach of 
their territories thanks to NbS

⇒ Launch of the global standard at the World Conservation 
Congress in Marseille in 2020



Thank you for your 
attention
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