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The Water Convention and the 
marine environment

• Convention’s core obligation of 
cooperation aimed at protection of the 
environment of transboundary waters as 
well as the marine environment 
influenced by them (article 2.6).

• Bilateral and multilateral agreements on 
transboundary waters under the 
Convention include provisions to protect 
the recipient sea and coastal areas 
(article 2.6).

• The examples include the rivers 
Danube, Dniester, Drin, Elbe and Oder.
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Obligation to exchange data for all Riparian Parties, whether situated upstream or downstream, for protection of the environment of transboundary waters, as a shared resource, as well as the marine environment (article 13.1).

Noncoastal States located within the catchment areas of transboundary rivers flowing into a regional sea to become a Party to such agreements





The Water Convention and the 
marine environment

• Cooperation between the Water Convention 
and regional seas conventions:

• affected coastal States could at least 
participate in the activities of the Riparian 
Parties, and, if Parties agree, become a Party 
to specific transboundary water agreements 
(article 9.3).

• Cooperation of joint bodies according to the 
Convention with the joint bodies, established by 
coastal States for the protection of the marine 
environment to prevent, control and reduce the 
transboundary impact (article 9.4). 
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Since cooperation is also aimed at the protection of the marine environment, the joint bodies established under the Convention “shall invite joint bodies established by coastal States to cooperate in order to harmonize their work” (article 9, paragraph 4) for the prevention, control and reduction of the transboundary impact and protection of the marine environment.

Examples of such cooperation were presented at the side-event at MoP 8 in Nursultan (Astana at that time) organized jointly by GEF and SIWI. Both organizations pay specific attention to source-to-sea approach which is also reflected through GEF projects in such basins as the Dniester and the Drin.





The Water Convention and the marine 
environment

• Emphasizing the need for strengthened national 
and international measures … to abate pollution 
of the marine environment, in particular coastal 
areas, from land-based sources.

• The Convention refers to existing lists of 
industrial sectors or industries and hazardous 
substances in regional seas conventions
dealing with land-based marine pollution. 
These include plans of actions, for the Arctic, 
Black, Baltic, Caspian, Mediterranean and 
North Seas and for the North Atlantic.
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Most of these agreements contain lists of potentially harmful activities and dangerous substances. For example, the 1996 Mediterranean Protocol on Land-Based Sources and Activities identifies (annex I) sectors of activities and categories of substances that must be taken into account in the preparation of action plans, programmes and measures for the elimination of pollution from land-based sources and activities. A similar list is included in an annex to the 2009 Black Sea Protocol on Land-Based Sources and Activities.

Along with conventions, article 3, paragraph 2, refers also to “regulations”. The latter could be interpreted as a rather broad range of instruments by which governing institutions impose obligations and constraints on public and private sector behaviour. Most of the regional sea conventions create institutional mechanisms entrusted with the task of adopting various binding and non-binding instruments. Thus, the Commission established under the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (OSPAR Convention) adopts binding decisions as well as recommendations on a wide spectrum of issues including control of pollution from point and diffuse sources. One such instrument, for example, is the OSPAR decision 98/4 on Emission and Discharge Limit Values for the Manufacture of Vinyl Chloride Monomer (VCM) including the Manufacture of 1,2-dichloroethane (EDC). The OSPAR Commission makes recommendations on measures to address pollution







Source-to-sea: current activities

• “Source-to-sea” approach is acknowledged in the new 
programme of work of the Convention for 2019-2021:

• Programme area 3 on IWRM (water-food-energy-
ecosystems nexus and water allocation); 

• The reporting includes questions on the source-so-sea 
linkage;

• Within the GEF projects implemented together with 
partners

• Dniester
• Drin
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The Dniester Treaty foresees protection of the Black Sea from pollution and the Drin MoU includes coastal waters as part of the Drin basin.

Strategic Action Programe (SAP) on the Drin basin includes coastal waters  and specific measures for them (e.g. assessment of sediment balance on coastal erosion);

Analysis of impact of the Dniester for the Black Sea is included in TDA (nutrients and other pollution (e.g. plastic). Interlinkages with the Black Sea will be further addressed in the Dniester RBMP.




Protocol on Water and Health covers the 
entire water cycle
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Protocol covers the whole water cycle (similarly to SDG 6)

Freshwater (surface water and groundwater)
Coastal waters which are used for recreation or for aquaculture
Enclosed waters generally available for bathing
Drinking-water supply chain (abstraction, transport, treatment or supply)
Wastewater throughout the course of collection, transport, treatment and discharge or reuse

The past and current activities under the Protocol have supported countries in safe management of water and sanitation services, including wastewater, which will ultimately reduce pollution loads to the recipient seas. 






The Danube basin

• The Danube River Protection Convention 
contains a strong reference to reducing 
pollution to the Black Sea.

• ICPDR serves as a coordination 
mechanism for implementation of WFD 
in the Danube basin and MSFD in the 
Black Sea Region;

• MoU between the International 
Commission for the Protection of the 
Black Sea (ICPBS) and the International 
Commission for the Protection of the 
Danube River (ICPDR) with a goal to 
reduce pollution from nutrients and 
hazardous substances into the Black Sea 
(2001);

• Joint Technical WG between the two 
Commissions  for better understanding 
of the Danube discharge (including 
sediments, pollution, etc.) on the 
ecosystem of the Black Sea (since 
1997);

• Both the Black Sea Commission and the 
ICPDR are members of the DABLAS 
(Danube - Black Sea) Task Force;

• DRBMP contributes to protect the Black 
Sea ecosystem by reducing pollution 
from nutrients and hazardous 
substances and by fostering the 
migration of long-distance migratory 
fish species.

• Coastal flood risks are taken into 
account in the DFRMP.
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The DABLAS (Danube - Black Sea) Task Force is a successful example of providing a platform between International Funding Institutions, donors and beneficiaries to support cooperation and to leverage investment projects for the protection of water and water-related ecosystems of the Danube and Black Sea.




Source-to-sea: 
what would it give?

• Addressing a critical challenge facing 
sustainable development – the 
interconnectedness of ecosystems and 
development goals;

• Implementation of SDG 6 and 14 and better 
coordination between them;

• Better marine protection through reducing 
unsustainable human activities on land, along 
rivers and the coast and at sea that are 
imposing a heavy burden on water-related 
ecosystems. 



For more information:
https://www.unece.org/env/water/

Water Convention Secretariat Contact:
Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland

Water.convention@un.org

https://www.unece.org/env/water/
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