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Context in Flanders: 

challenges and solutions
•Basin situation : water system under pressure + on the verge of 

water bankruptcy

•Drivers and pressures:  

• densely populated 

• in combination with high industrial and agricultural 
demand

• Limited natural buffering: modified rivers and sealed 
soils
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First shock : water scarcity summer after summer (starting in 2017

•Comprehensive programme to tackle 
growing water scarcity and drought 
following consecutive dry summers

•70 measures and 400+ project: water 
retention, reuse, infiltration, and smarter 
water management across sectors

•Area-based approach, engaging local 
authorities, farmers, industries, and 
nature managers 

•Shift towards integrating water into 
spatial planning and climate adaptation 
policies
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•Groundwater decline

•Pressure on drinking water

•Economic vulnerability



Next shock : Waterbomb 2021
•Not just an event but a system failiure

• Infrastructure

• Spatial planning

• Water sytem

•Transformation needed

• From sectoral → systemic

• From reaction → risk management

• From control → adaptation
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Towards a new mindset for water – Blue Deal

•Vesder floods (2021 – Waterbomb) + water scarcity 

•New vision : Weerbaar Waterland : 

• Our landscape is determined by its watercourses but our 2020 
landscape should be redesigned for water security, biodiversity and 
climate rsesilience

•Recommendatations at basin level

• We can no longer manage water in silos

• We need integrated objectives & adaptive programmes

• We need a transition towards a true system approach linking water, soil, climate adaptation, 
and spatial planning.

• We need a shift in the mindset of our politicians, farmers, industry leaders and citizens

• 4 pilot areas implementing the recommendations: from watercourses to sponge landscapes
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Reactive Crisis Management Proactive Risk Management.



Cross-cutting, government-wide, and 
integrated strategic levers
• Comprehensive systems approach and 

integrated risk management
• Maximizing the use of natural restoration and 

nature-based solutions…

• Completion of ongoing investments
• Multi-annual financing
• Aligned investment agendas for Water 

security…

• Integration with policy processes, plans, 
and programs in agriculture, nature, 
societal development, industry, mobility, 
local authorities, etc.

• Coordination and monitoring of 
integration

• Strategic objectives for
• Surface water quality
• Floods and droughts
• Groundwater
• Drinking water 
• Wastewater

• Approach & Key Initiatives in Focus
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Strategic 
Objectives and 
Approach

Strategic levers

Investments & 
Financing

Integration into 
Policy Processes, 
Plans, and 
Programs

Governance

Blue Deal 2.0 – towards a long term vision & policy



Blue Deal 2.0 – towards a long term vision & policy
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• Legally obliged : new Flemish 
Government is required to approve 
a Blue Deal within one year of 
taking office.

• Policy and legislative agreement for 
a coherent, cross-policy vision for 
the Flemish government.

• Implementation of existing 
frameworks (EU water legislation, 
initial Blue Deal, Flemish adaptation 
plan).

• Steering towards RBMP and other 
water-related plans & programs.

Local Blue Deals as policy 
instruments for resilience objectives: 

• Water security 
• Water quality
• Nutrients
• Agriculture
• Nature restoration
• Carbon storage
• Soil
• Sediment transport

•Supported:
• From regional vision to 

implementation
• Implementation budget
• Monitoring the impact of 

implemented measures



Towards an EU Sponge Facility?

• Slides Workroom

• Cirkels

• Fin/org/instr

• vision
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